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Dated 3'd August 2023

Xer, (aa".^f /t",,
As you are aware, Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM) is being celebrated as a

nationwide and people led initiative to commemorate 75 years of lndia,s
independence and the glorious history of its people, culture and achievements. ln
this context, I would like to inform you that the Ministry of culture has envisaged a
campaign "Meri Mati Mera Desh" to be organized in the rural and urban areas as per
details given below:

A. Programmes in rural areas- Panchayawillage level programme, Block level
programme, and the finale at the National level.
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B. Programmes in urban areas: Three key stages to the programme- first level
will be held in small Urban Local Bodies, Notified Area Councils (NACs),
Cantonment Boards, Town Panchayats; Second level programmes at bigger
Muntcipalities and Municipal Corporations; and third the finale at the National
Capital.

C. Programme in the State Capital: To be held between 16h to 25th August, 2023

2. I would like to request your kind intervention on the following areas to make
the programme successful:

a) Creation of Buzz through participation of school students.
b) Special assemblies dedicated to the topic and leaflets to parents.
c) Panch Pran Pledge by the students and selfies with Mitti to be uploaded in the

dedicated website
d) Ensure active participation of students at the panchayat, Block, Urban Local

Bodies and National level programmes.
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i. Panchayat level programmes to be organized between gth to 15th August,
2023

ii. Block level programme: Youth volunteers would collect Mitti from each
PanchayaWillage and bring them to the block level. From each block, Mitti
Kalash having the soil from all the Panchayauvillage, would be canied to
the National Capital.

ii'. Finale event at New Delhi



The DO letter dated 23'd July 2023 received from the Ministry of Culture, with the
details of activities to be conducted and dedicated website created for the programme,
is enclosed for your reference.

3. The Ministry of Youth Afiairs and Sports has also proposed to conduct this
programme on 9th August, 2O23 in over 2.5 lakhs+ Gram panchayats across the
nation, in order to commemorate 75 years of independence. A key component of this
programme is plantation of 75 saplings of indigenous trees and establishing Amrit
vatika at village level. village schools would be excellent locations for the
establishment of Amrit vatika. All schools can plant Amrit vatikas of 75 saplings per
school. Accordingly, I request you to identify the location for establishment of Amrit
vatika in your schools. The Do letter dated 24ih July 2023 received from the Ministry
of Youth Afiairs and Sports is enclosed for your reference.

4. The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has kindly agreed to
offer support by providing saplings for the plantation. ln this regard, Director General
of Forest and Special Secretary, Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change
has written letter to Principal chief conservator of Forest and HoFF of all statesruTs
to extend their support. The copy of the letter dated 1Oth July 2023 is enclosed.

5. ln order to increase the outreach of the programmes mentioned above,
necessary coordination may be done with Ministry of Culture, Ministry of youth Affairs
and Sports and Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

6. I look foruard to your continued support and cooperation for successful
implementation of this programme.

)
Yours sincerely

(Archana Sharma Awasthi)

Secretary/ Principal Secretary/Secretary (School Education) of all

Copy to:

Chairperson, CBSE
Commissionet KVS
Commissioner NVS
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Additional
States/UTs
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AzadiKaAmritMahotsav(AKAM)beingcelebratedasanationwideandpeople
led initiative commemorate 75 yeirs of lndia's-independence and the glorious history of

its people, culture and achievements-

2. ,Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav' started on 12h March 2021 with a march from

SabarmatitoDandi.lnthisovertwoyearsjourney,At(Atvlprogrammeshavewitnessed
;;;r" Janbhagidhari. Tiil the end of June 2023, more than 1.9 lakh events were

,n-J"rt"r"n. As oin date, g AKAM related programmes are done every hour' This is the

r"rg"rt 
".l"uratory 

effort in the post-lndependence history of lndia dedicated to 75 years

of freedom.

3...MeriMaatiMeraDesh''campaignisenvisagedasaculminatingeventof
hzadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav'. li involves iaying triuute to the veers".who have made the

.,p,",usacrificeforthecountry,byconductingceremoniesatPanchayavvlllage'
Block, Urban Local body, State & National level'

4.Thedetailsoftheprogrammesunderthecampaign..MeriMaatiMeraDesh',to
be organized in the Rural and Urban Areas are as given below:

A. Programs in Rural Areas: There are three key stages 
!9 It BlT,fTt"

in the rural 
'"i"".- 

i"ntn"yaWillage level programme' Block level

Programme, and the Finale at the National Capital 
^- L- ^----!i. Panchayat level programs: -. These programmes are to be.organized'' ;;i.;-;; s; Arjr"i z0i3 io t s'n n'susi z,zs' mere are five elements of

the Panchayat i-evel programmes as detailed below:

a. Dedication "i'iiriiJpr,ir"ram 
(memorial): A fundamental aspect of the

program l. t" 
"rpi".I 

ttlartfelt giatitude to all the brave hearts (VeeO who

have made th"'.,p;" sacrifice' On the Shilaphalakam'. names of the

Veers are to be inscribed' For this purpose' the Veers includes ft9{-ol.
fighters, Aef"ns" plrsonnet, personnei of Central Armed Police Forces '

and State pJi". *no UiU Oown their lives in the line of duty'

Shilaphalakam may ftete'affy be erected neai Amrit Sarovars or in the

absence or n rtt sliorar, some other appropriate water body. ln case no

such water ;;; i" ilHu, ttre sniup'nalakam may be constructed in

*,e p"n"n"yIi'uu-irJng or iocal school or at some other prominent

Iocation. ofrI'o."ig; ;f ttre striupnataxa n is enclosed in the Annexuf+

events may'IJ;;il ;i pancttayiwittage from 9u August 2023 to

August 2023, near ShilaPhalakam'

rasad Road, New Delhi-110 001
: secy-culture@nic in

Room No. 502, 'C'Wng, Shastri Bhawan, Dr. Rajendra P

Phone : +91-11-23381040, 23386995, E-mail
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b. Panch Pran Pledge: At the memorial site, people will take a

solemn pledge covering Panch Pran of the Honlble Prime Minister,

affirming theii commitment to the country. The pledge is given below:

"l pledge to ptay my pad in building a developed lndia
I ptedge to remove any trace of colonial minclset

l'fledlge to take pridein promotion & preservation our ich cultural heitage
I pledge to stive for the unity and solidaity of the cou.ntry

I ptedge to futfill my duties and responsibilities towards.my nation

t'pledige to honoui the sactifice of our cowt'ry's brave-hea s and devote

myself to nation's defense & progress"
During the ceremony, people would either individually or collectively take a

selfie while taking the pledge with soil in the hand and upload to the

dedicated website. This would be a key public activation activity to ensure

high lanbhagidari.
vistiotra iandhan: Each Gram PanchayaUvillage will renew and

replenish Mother Earth by planting 75 saplings of indigenous species and

developing an Amrit Vatika.
Veeron (a Vandan: Panchayats may hold felicitation ceremonies for

honoring thefreedom fighters and the tamilies of the deceased freedom

fighterslThey may also honour retired personnel from Defense, CAPF and

Siate police and the families of the brave hearts of these forces who have

sacrificed their lives in the line of duty- F:licitation may be as per local

traditions and customs.
Hoisting of the National Flag and singing of Rashtragaan may be

undertaken at each of the programme sites

BlockLevelPrograms:Youthvolunteersandotherpeoplewouldcollect
Mitti from each Panchayawillage and bring them to the block level' From

each Block, Mitti Kalaah having the soil from all thePanchayaWillage,
would be carried to the Nationai Capital. For betler youth participation at

Gram PanchayaWillage and Block level, the District Youth Officer of

NVKS, oepartiT ent of Vouth Affairs may be associated with the campaign'

Finale Event at New Delhi: From 27th August 2023 to 30u August 2023'

the collected Mitti-Kalash will be transported to Kartavya Path, New Delhi'

TheMittifromallpartsofthecountrywoulrjbeutilizedtodevelopaunique
g"rO"n, called Amrit Vatika, with plantation of the- indigenous species' An

iXRfU 
'li4emorial 

dedicated to all the heroes who have contributed for the

freedom, unity and integrity of the country would be erected'

Programs in Urban Areas: There are three key stages to the programme

in th; Urban areas. The first level of programmes will be held in the small

Urban Local bodies, Notified Area Councils (NACs), Cantonment Boards'

iown Panchayats. Second level programmes will be at bigger

Municipalities and Municipal Corporations and the third level, i'e' the finale

will be at the National CaPital.

e
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Programmes in Small Urban bodies/NAC/Cantonment Boardsffown
Panihayats: These programmes are to bebetween th August 2O23 lo
15th August 2O23. ln these areas all the five elements detailed for the rural

areas in para 4 (A)(i) may be conducted.
Programmes at the larger MunicipalitieslCorporations: These

proirarrn". are to beorganirl"d b"t*."n i6hAugust 2023 to 20th August,

2023. The Mitti Kalash are to be brT ught ceremoniously to larger

Municipalities/Corporations.
Finale Event at New Delhi: From 27th At gust 2023 to 30th August 2023,

the collected Mitti-Kalash from the Municipalities will be transported to

Kartavya Path, New Delhi.

Program at the State Capital:State Go. :rnments may like to organize

State level ceremonial programmes dedicated to Meri Maati Mera Desh

Campaign. These progiami 
"t 

,.y be held between 16th August to 25th

August 2023.
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5. To encourage active participation, a dedicat:d website is being created

(https://yuva.gov.in/meri-maati-mera-desh), where b';th general public and .Gram
i,anctrayaWi'nage/Urban Local Bodiel representatives can get the programme details.

the communication material, take pledge and post self'es and thus amplify the digital

traction of the programme. Furthei the design of Shilaphalakam would be

downloadable from the website.

Dates
. Main launch event of the Campaign on

2023
. Programmes in PanchayatsMllages' Small Urban

Local bodies
. Uploading of Selfies

State Level ceremonial programmes

bigger

August

Mu ni rationslities/Co
Programmes lrt Blocks,

1

2
Au Su t 2023-s

325th uA su 0t 2

2 August 2023
-28th Au ust 2023

. Arrival of Youth delegates in Delhi and Prepa

Finale programme with WP presence at
the Finale

Path

Kartavya

3220stuuAthaa PrtaKata
ration for

Towards the Grand Finale Pro

29 August 2023
or 3oth August
2023

bftAugust 2023-
1Srh August 2023

Details

-Gth August 2023-
20th Auqust 2023
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6. Your kind intervention is solicited on the following areas to make the program

successful-
i. Creation of Buzz through participation of school students'

ii. Special assemblies dedicated to the topic and leaflets to parents'

iii. Panch Pran Pledge by the students and selfies with Mitti to be uploaded in

the website dedicated for the purpose

iv. To ensure active participation oi students at )anchayat, Block, Urban Local

Bodies and National level programmes.

,*;.tr, ,cl ..1 /

Mohan)

Shri Sanjay Kumar
Secretary
Department of School Education and Literacy
Ministry of Education
Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi - 110001

Yours sincerelY



ftor rrffiaq, qrr*
Meeta Rajivlochan, ras

n)t.!.
\y'4 f,qs

irfuq
qrftl $liFn

qo ordrq oth da ,iamq" gar ordrn faum

Secrelary
Government of lndia

Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports
Departmenl of Youth Affairs

Dated the 24th July 2023

(Meeta Rajivlochan)
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ln order to commemorate 75 years of lndependence, a Mega program Meri Mati

Mera Desh is proposed to be conducted on 9th August,2023 in over 2.5 lakhs+ Gram

Panchayats across the nation.

2. A key component of the program is planting of 75 saplings of indigenous trees and

establish Amrit Vatika at village level. This act would re-affirm our bond with the land and

renews our commitment to protect it for future generations. The Ministry of Environment,

Forest and Climate Change has kindly agreed to offer support by providing saplings for the
plantation. ln this regards, DG Forest and Special Secretary Ministry of Environment and

forest have written letter to Principal Chief Conservator of Forest to extend their support. A

copy of the letter is attached here.

3. The Amrit Vatika should ideally be located near an Amrit Sarovar or water body;
where these are unavailable, Village Schools would be excellent locations for the
establishment of Amrit Vatika. lf feasible, all schools can plant Amrit Vatikas of 75 saplings
per school. Accordingly, we request the Department of School Education and literacy to
write to School Education Department of States/UTs to identify location for establishment
of Amrit Vatika and extend their support for making this Mega proBramme a success.

Shri San.lay Kumar

Secretary,

Department of School Education and Literacy,

Shastri Bhawan,

New Delhi- 110001

6:m fl. 1. lff fltl_ lrrt* rrsn. .rg ftai{l-r iooot (iqrsr:0.t1-233E2897,23387i118
Room No. 1. 'C'Wing, Shastri Bhawan New Oelhi-i10 001. Tel.: 011.23382897,23387418

Sdq I Fax :011-23383'163. d ia / e-rnait: secy-ya@nic.in, www.yas.nic.in

4. Directions are being issued to the field level officers of NyKS/ NSS to liaise with the
respective forest departments in States/Union Territories in this regard. We look forward
to hearing from you at the earliest.

kifi * fr^\lt / yourssincerery,

l.'q{.''
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CHANDRA PRAKASH GOYAL
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DIRECTOR GENERAL OF FOREST & SPL. SECY

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT FOREST AND

CLIMATE CHANGE

Frct{ {qA

D. O. No. 6/DGF&Ss/Misc./2023 Dated: 10b )uly,2023

\
!u* Nat,

Kindly refer to the D.O. letter No. l-200LL1512023-r{YlG Part-(1) dated 10h July,

2023 regarding Mega plantation drive being conducted to commemorate the 75h year of

Indian Independence during the month of July-Augusl 2023, to promote environmenbl

conservation (copy enclosed).

As part of this grand event, it has been planned by Department of Youth Affairs to

plant 75 saplings in each village throughout the country. Approximately 6.64 lakh villages

are in our nation, and accordingly there is a requirement of almost about 5 crores saptings

for this extensive plantation drive. Focus will be on indigenous species which should be

proposed to be planted to each village.

In view of the above, it is requested that District Youth Officers be supported

by DFOs for providing saplings anO atso technical input for plantation and their

maintenance. Please advise all your subordinate officers accordingly.

but',rn*la ,

Yours sincerely,

Encl: As above

(Chandra Prakash Goyal)

t0. o7. '?,o1,yr

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and HoFF
All States/Uls
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INDIRA PARYAVARAN BHAWAN, JOR BAGH ROAD, NEW DELHI-110 OO3

PH. : 01'l-20819239, 20819209, Fax : 011-20819195, E-mail : DGFINDIA@NlC.lN
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